FIRST VISIT TO PARIS	H$
the house of a respectable woman at Versailles, but that it
would be better for my brother to remain in Paris. He gave
me two louis and a gold watch; I thought I could accept
them as he showed so much interest in me, but I noticed that
the woman to whose house he took me did not seem to be
as respectable as he had given me to understand she was. I
spent a week there, without anything being definitely ar-
ranged. He came to see me whenever he chose and whenever
I suggested a permanent arrangement he replied by saying,
"To-morrow, to-rnorrow." Finally, this morning the woman
told me he had gone to the country, and that a fiacre would
take me back to Paris, where he would see me on his return.
She added that I must return her the watch, as the Comte
de Narbonne had forgotten to pay for it. I returned it with-
out a word, and making a packet of my belongings, I left
the house.'
Narbonne's infamous behaviour made me so angry that,
had I known where to £nd him, I would have gone there
and then and punished him. I consoled the poor girl as well
as I could, taking care not to ask any details as to what had
taken place between them. I could guess that only too well.
I promised to be her friend, and she suddenly asked me if I
had anything particular to do that day.
cNo, my dear/ I said, divining her intention. cWhere is
your brother?'
'What does he matter?'
cHe matters very much. Think, my dear Vesian! You
want to make Narbonne ashamed of his conduct: if he
knew that you went off, the very day he dismissed you, with
another man he would justify his conduct. No, we will
take your brother, and go and dine in the country at the
Gros Cailloux. Here comes Baletti, we will take him too.'
After the repast, Baletti asked Mile. Vesian if she had
any talent for dancing, as he might persuade Lani to en<
gage her in the corps de ballet. There seemed to be no othej
occupation open to her, unless she would go as a -femme //
chambre to some great lady.

